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STUDY #25
THE TRINITY—PART 3 [The Heavenly Father]
We previously learned that the scriptures do not teach the “popular” Christian doctrine of the trinity. It is a false teaching, part of the “things taught by demons” (1 Timothy 4:1
). The scriptures teach that the Holy Spirit is the “power from on high” just as Jesus taught: “I am going to send you what my Father has promised, but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high” (Luke 24:49). The Holy Spirit is the power of God and not a person or a god. Our study of the Son of God revealed that he is the first direct and only such creation of God (Revelation 22:13). He is the co-creator with God, is God’s spokesperson, and the “angel of the LORD.” He is known as archangel Michael in heaven and is “at the right hand” of his God and Father (John 20:17; Revelation 3:12).

Today we will study what the scriptures say about the Heavenly Father. We begin with the words of the Master himself: “That they may know you, the only true God” (John 17:3). Jesus used “you” to mean the Father only. The Father alone is God; there are not three of them. What a wonderful witness by Jesus this is.

The apostle Paul wrote: “There is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5). Paul taught that there is only one God, and that Jesus is the mediator between that God and mankind. Paul also wrote:  “The Son is the image of the invisible God” (Colossians 1:15). The Heavenly Father is invisible, a spirit being: “God is spirit” (John 4:24). 
In another letter Paul wrote: “For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as indeed there are many “gods” and many “lords”), yet for us there is but one God, the Father” (1 Corinthians 8:5,6). In a world full of “gods” and “lords” both human and spirit, there is but one God and he is the Heavenly Father. The apostle Paul makes this doctrine abundantly clear, as he adds:  “But not everyone possesses this knowledge” (1 Corinthians 8:7). How few know this great truth! But by his grace we know it now.

God, the Heavenly Father, was the God of the nation of Israel: “The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed” (Acts 3:13). He first was known as “The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” But to Abraham and to Isaac and to Jacob he revealed himself and was known as “El-Shaddai” which in Hebrew means “God Almighty” (Exodus 6:3).

When Moses met God at the “burning bush,” he asked God for his personal name: “Moses said to God, Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, the God of your fathers has sent me to you, and they ask me, what is his name. Then what shall I tell them?” (Exodus 3:13). Moses also knew him as “the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob” which is why he referred to him as “the God of your fathers.” This is God’s answer: “God said to Moses I am who I am” (Exodus 3:14). This is the name God used referring to himself. In Hebrew this name is written as YHWH which, because it has no vowels, cannot be pronounced. Arbitrary vowels were added between the letters to produce the pronounceable name “YaHWeH” or “YaHWaH.” 

In the New Testament God’s name in the Greek language became JHVH. So God’s name in Greek with arbitrary vowels added for pronunciation became “JeHoVaH.” When God spoke to Moses, he said this would be his name forever: “This is my name forever, the name by which I am to be remembered from generation to generation” (Exodus 3:15).

God’s name is mentioned in the English King James Bible only four times:

· “That men may know that thou, whose name alone is JEHOVAH, art the most high over all the earth” (Psalm 83:18).

· “I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob by the name of God Almighty, but by my name JEHOVAH was I not known to them” (Exodus 6:3).

· “Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for the Lord JEHOVAH is my strength and my song; he also is become my salvation” (Isaiah 12:2).

· “Trust ye in the Lord forever: for in the Lord JEHOVAH is everlasting strength” (Isaiah 26:4).

In one instance he is referred to as JAH: “Sing unto God, sing praises to his name: extol him that rideth upon the heavens by his name JAH and rejoice before him” (Psalm 68:4). But in fact God’s name appears more than seven thousand times in the Old Testament. In the King James Bible that name appears as “LORD” (all letters capitalized).

Since we are blessed with knowing God’s name, let us remember: “You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name” (Exodus 20:6). This third commandment warns us not to take the name of God in vain. How blessed and holy and honored is that name.

This is how Jesus and the apostles addressed the Heavenly Father:
· Jesus: “This then, is how you should pray: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name” (Matthew 6:9). 

· Apostle Peter: “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:3).

· Apostle James: “Coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights” (James 1:17).

· Apostle Paul: “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father” (Ephesians 1:17).

· Apostle John: “From God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son” (2 John 3).

· Apostle Jude: “To the only God our Savior be glory” (Jude 25).

We too should follow these examples by showing honor and reverence to our Heavenly Father.

Many Christians believe Jesus himself is the almighty Heavenly Father because he said: “I tell you the truth … before Abraham was born, I am” (John 8:58). The words “I am” imply to some that Jesus must be the almighty Heavenly Father who said to Moses from the burning bush that his name is “I am that I am.” But careful study shows this is not what Jesus meant. Concerning the Heavenly Father it is written: “Who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him be honor and might forever.” (1 Timothy 6:16). No man has seen nor can see the Heavenly Father. Jesus said: “The Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his form” (John 5:37). Thus we see that Jesus cannot be and is not the Heavenly Father.

Here is further confirmation: “No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him” (John 1:18, KJV). “He is the image of the invisible god, the firstborn over all creation” (Colossians 1:15). The Heavenly Father is the “invisible God” that no one has seen. However, we have seen Jesus: “That which was from the beginning which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched, this we proclaim concerning the Word of life” (1 John 1:1).
The psalmist described the Heavenly Father: “Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God” (Psalm 90:2). Jesus said: “As the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life in himself” (John 5:26). God is immortal and has had no beginning. Our finite minds cannot understand such a thought.

There is a beginning to everything we know about. And there are many beginnings in the Bible: “He was a murderer from the beginning” (John 8:44), when the human race was created. “In the beginning was the Word” (John 1:1), when God created his only begotten son, Jesus. “In the beginning God created” (Genesis 1:1), when God’s creative works concerning the earth began. But God has no beginning. He has always been. That is why he describes himself by the phrase “I am that I am.”

Our Heavenly Father speaks of himself through the prophets: “I am the LORD, the God of all mankind. Is anything too hard for me” (Jeremiah 32:27). “It is I who made the earth and created mankind upon it. My own hands stretched out the heavens; I marshaled their starry hosts” (Isaiah 45:12). “In his hand is the life of every creature and the breath of all mankind” (Job 12:10). The Heavenly Father, Jehovah, is the great creator and the life-giver of all mankind, of every creature. 
Consider these two passages in Isaiah concerning him:
“This is what the LORD says, Israel’s King and Redeemer, the LORD Almighty: I am the first and I am the last; apart from me there is no God. Who then is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and lay out before me what has happened since I established my ancient people and what is yet to come; yes, let him foretell what will come. Do not tremble, do not be afraid. Did I not proclaim this and foretell it long ago? You are my witnesses. Is there any God besides me? No, there is no other Rock; I know not one” (Isaiah 44:6-8). 

“You are my witnesses, declares the LORD, and my servant whom I have chosen, so that you may know and believe me and understand that I am he. Before me no god was formed, nor will there be one after me. I even I, am the LORD, and apart from me there is no savior” (Isaiah 43:10,11).

Jehovah, when speaking of himself, says that he is the redeemer of Israel, the first and the last, the savior. He uses terms that should sound familiar because they have been used to describe Jesus: “Redeemer” was used in Job 19:25 and Galatians 3:13; “Savior” was used in 1 John 4:14; “The first and the last” was used in Revelation 22:13. Having the same description applied to both Father and Son causes some to conclude that both Father and Son are one single person. 
So why do both God and Jesus share the same descriptive phrases? At one point Jesus said: “All I have is yours and all you have is mine, and glory has come to me through them [my disciples]” (John 17:10). Jesus not only says everything he has is the Father’s, he also says “all you have is mine.” That includes some names and glorious titles belonging to the Father are also applied to him. As he says: “Glory has come to me through them.” Jesus shares in the great work of God; God is the author of all his works and Jesus is the executor.

Ancient Israel was quite clear about this point: “Hear O Israel: the LORD our God the LORD is one” (Deuteronomy 6:4). The proclamation that the LORD God Jehovah is one was repeated by Jesus: “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one” (Mark 12:29). Jesus claimed Jehovah as his God, too.
Consider the Heavens
“He determines the number of the stars and calls them each by name. Great is our Lord and mighty in power; his understanding has no limit” (Psalm 147:4,5). “Can you bind the beautiful Pleiades? Can you loose the cords of Orion? Can you bring forth the constellations in their seasons or lead out the Bear with its cubs?” (Job 38:31,32).

Jehovah God, the Heavenly Father here speaks of the constellations and galaxies of stars in the universe and says he “calls them each by name.” Considering the number of stars and galaxies in the universe, this is an astounding statement.

Scientists tell us there are a billion stars (or suns) in our galaxy, which we call the Milky Way. Our sun is just one among a billion, and is only of average size. Many stars are much bigger than our sun.

Scientists believe there are about 150 billion galaxies like our Milky Way, and many of those are much bigger than our galaxy. If each of these galaxies also contained a billion stars, the total number of stars in the universe would be 150,000,000,000,000,000,000 (150 sextillion stars). Imagine a creator who is able to call each of them by name! As the psalmist wrote: “Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; his greatness no one can fathom” (Psalm 145:3).
The earth and humanity on it is insignificant: “Surely the nations are like a drop in a bucket; they are regarded as dust on the scales; he weighs the islands as though they were fine dust” (Isaiah 40:15). “Like a drop in a bucket” and “as dust on the scales” is how the earth appears in comparison to the vastness of the universe.

In the Bible God used comparisons and language that everyone can understand. Consider the phrase: “like a drop in a bucket.” Look carefully at a bucket used to wash clothes and you are likely to see one or two drops of water clinging to its inner surface. It is almost unnoticeable. A similar phrase is “dust on the scales.” Of course there is dust on any scale but it is of no consequence to anyone. Similarly when God compares the earth to his universe, it is “as though [it] were fine dust.” 

Then we read: “Before him all the nations are as nothing; they are regarded by him as worthless and less than nothing” (Isaiah 40:17). Less than zero is even less than the dust on the scales! All the glory and work of man in all the cities and nations of the earth are less than zero in comparison to God’s universe!
Isaiah expresses it well: “To whom will you compare me? Or who is my equal? says the Holy One. Lift your eyes and look to the heavens: Who created all these? He who brings out the starry host one by one and calls them each by name. Because of his great power and mighty strength, not one of them is missing” (Isaiah 40:25,26).

The night sky speaks of the awesome glory of its creator (Psalm 19:1). His unimaginable power is almighty and none can work against or thwart God’s plans: “The Lord of hosts hath sworn, saying surely as I have thought, so shall it come to pass; and as I have purposed, so shall it stand” (Isaiah 14:24). “For the Lord Almighty has purposed and who can thwart him? His hand is stretched out, and who can turn it back” (Isaiah 14:27). “I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come. I say: My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please” (Isaiah 46:10).

All rebellion, evil, and disobedience on earth occurs only because he permits it: “I form the light and create darkness, I bring prosperity and create disaster; I, the LORD, do all these things” (Isaiah 45:7). So how can man understand this great “invisible God,” the one “whom no man can see”? 
God’s Attributes
Revelation provides a vision of God: “Around the throne, were four living creatures, and they were covered with eyes, in front and in back” (Revelation 4:6). “Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them singing: To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power for ever and ever” (Revelation 5:13).

“The Lamb” is a symbol of our Lord Jesus Christ and so the one “who sits on the throne” must be the Heavenly Father, Jehovah himself. This “throne” symbolically represents him. The “four living creatures” picture God’s four character attributes. These are in him and are exhibited in all his creative acts. We can identify these character attributes by the symbols used: “The first living creature was like a lion, the second was like an ox, the third had a face like a man, the fourth was like a flying eagle” (Revelation 4:7).

Like a lion: A lion represents power since it is the “king of the beasts” of the jungle. God’s unlimited power includes his creative power as well as his life-giving power. He creates everything out of nothing and brings to life that which is lifeless. Truly God’s first character attribute is that he is powerful and almighty, and that is seen in the entire universe and in nature.

Like an ox: An ox or bullock was used in Israel’s Day of Atonement sacrifice. It is an appropriate symbol for justice. God is the embodiment of justice: his justice is perfect and manifest in all his works. This attribute of God includes his holiness and perfection. In fact, justice is the foundation of God’s throne: “Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; love and faithfulness go before you” (Psalm 89:14).

Like a man: A man is an appropriate symbol for love, something that God placed within man when he created him in his “image and likeness.” As we read: “Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love” (1 John 4:8). This attribute also includes mercy and kindness. God’s great love was shown when he sent his only begotten son to be the savior of the human race.

Like an eagle: An eagle with its sharp eyes is an appropriate symbol for wisdom. God is all wise and his wisdom includes knowledge, planning, foresight, and hindsight (Isaiah 46:10). This is exhibited in his Divine plan for man as recorded in the Bible from beginning to end.

Power, justice, love, and wisdom are God’s four principal character attributes and these are pictured in the “four living creatures” around the throne: “There were four living creatures, and they were covered with eyes, in front and in back” (Revelation 4:6). Increasing the number of eyes on all sides represent infinite perception. Truly infinite is God’s power, justice, love, and wisdom. At one point Jesus said as much: “As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. Good teacher, he asked, what must I do to inherit eternal life? Why do you call me good, Jesus answered. No one is good except God alone” (Mark 10:17,18). By these words Jesus acknowledged the source of his goodness. 

God is the source of all these attributes and he put them into man: “God said, let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, overall the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground” (Genesis 1:26). “God blessed them and said to them, be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground” (Genesis 1:28). 

Making man in “the image” of God means giving him a measure of God’s four attributes. Though sin and selfishness have corroded them to some extent, they are still visible even today. 

POWER: Look at the works of man! No other creature on earth can do what man does in building, manufacturing, transporting, communicating, etc.

JUSTICE: Courts of law are an evidence of this characteristic even though at times and in some places it may be corrupted by selfishness and dishonesty.

LOVE: The love attribute is still visible even after centuries of selfishness. Many people in many countries spring into action to help those who fall victim to earthquakes and other natural disasters.

WISDOM: Man’s growth in knowledge is truly astounding in such fields as architecture, chemistry, physics, biology, medicine, engineering, mathematics, technology, etc.

Man has been given a measure of the four attributes of God, but only a tiny measure. The ocean with its incredible volume of its water might represent God’s limitless character attributes. Man’s measure of those attributes could be represented by dipping a cup into the ocean. The water in that cup would represent the measure of God’s attributes which he put into man. 

Concerning these attributes we are told: “Each appeared to be made like a wheel intersecting a wheel” (Ezekiel 1:16). All four attributes work together in harmony. Since the four wheels are within each other, we know the four attributes of God work harmoniously. For example: When God exercises power, it is at the same time “loving,” “just” and “wise.” When God exercises love, it is “powerful,” “wise” and “just.” The wheels might symbolize the passage of time in God’s Divine Plan as his character attributes are made manifest.
How great and noble is the great God of the universe: “The LORD is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love. The LORD is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made. All you have made will praise you, O LORD; your saints will extol you. They will tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your might, so that all men may know of your mighty acts and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures through all generations. The LORD is faithful to all his promises and loving toward all he has made. The LORD upholds all those who fall and lifts up all who are bowed down. The eyes of all look to you and you give them their food at the proper time. You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing. The LORD is righteous in all his ways and loving toward all he has made. The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry and saves them. The LORD watches over all who love him, but all the wicked he will destroy. My mouth will speak in praise of the LORD. Let every creature praise his holy name for ever and ever” (Psalm 145:8-21).

This is a beautiful tribute to the great Jehovah for his tender mercies and providence for all his living creatures. Today we have received this great truth and knowledge, but others still wait for it. This is how they will react when they receive this truth: “I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them singing: To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb, be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever” (Revelation 5:13). “In that day they will say, Surely this is our God; we trusted in him and he saved us. This is the LORD, we trusted in him; let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation” (Isaiah 15:9). Eventually the whole world will praise his holy name.

Jesus said: “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God” (John 17:3). In a thousand years we would know God somewhat, in a hundred thousand years even better, and in a hundred million years even more. To know God fully we need to live eternally.

The wise man asked: “Who has gone up to heaven and come down? Who has gathered up the wind in the hollow of his hands? Who has wrapped up the waters in his cloak? Who has established all the ends of the earth? What is his name and the name of his son? Tell me if you know” (Proverbs 30:4). What a question! It asks about two persons: the name of a father and the name of his son. Do we know the answer to this question? Yes, we do! “His name” is the great Almighty Jehovah. “His Son’s name” is the Lord Jesus Christ. Because of the infinite grace and mercy shown to us, we understand this now.

We have learned that the trinity is a doctrine not found in the Bible. As we have looked into the “Book of the Lord,” we have found: 1) “the only true” God; 2) his first directly created and only begotten son; and 3) the knowledge of his Holy Spirit. And we know it is true because “thy word is truth.”
—Amen—
� All Scripture quotations are from the New International Version of the Bible unless otherwise identified.





